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New controller for Ruraflex
By John Starke

The “Ruraflex” controller is a new product from Irri-Gator Products 
This management tool offers the farmer the ability to control the running periods of pumping unit/s according to the 
specified periods as per the Eskom tariff known as Ruraflex. 

Ruraflex is sub divided into three tariff periods, namely:
•	 Red – Peak period (highest energy cost)
•	 Yellow – Standard period (medium energy cost)
•	 Green – Off Peak period (lowest energy cost)

The table below indicates the period applicable to a specific time during the day. It should be noted that periods 
during weekdays differ to those on Saturdays and Sundays.

The Ruraflex Controller has been equipped with three 
independent toggle switches located on the face of the 
box. The switches from left to right represent the “Green 
Period”, the “Yellow Period” and the “Red Period”.

Should all three switches be set to the “ON” position, 
this will allow the device/s wired to the controller to 
operate continuously. In other words, the controller has 
been set to operate during all three Ruraflex periods.

However, for example, if only the “Green Period” 
switch has been set to “ON”, then the device/s that 
have been wired to the controller will only operate dur-
ing the “Green Period” time each day.

A further example would be to set the “Green Period” and the “Yellow Period” switches “ON” therefore allowing the 
device/s that have been wired to the controller to only operate during the “Green and Yellow Periods” daily.

The Ruraflex Controller is a necessary management tool to prevent accidental pumping during high energy cost pe-
riods such as the red period. Ideally this unit operates in conjunction with a Gator Variable Speed Drive panel from 
Irri-Gator and can easily be incorporated by our team when designing and building a VSD panel.

This unit is not necessarily restricted to pumping units only. It can be connected to many other electrical devices 
which need to be controlled according to Ruraflex time periods, for example: compressors for cold-stores.

For further information please contact Irri-Gator Products on 
021 982 7561; info@irrigator.co.za or visit them on the web at www.irrigator.co.za
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